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BURIAL SERVICES 


Prayer to Be Delivered on the Cemetery by One 
IVho Had Not Visited It Within Thirty Days. 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, King of the universe. Who 
hath formed you in justice and supported you in justice; 
Who hath maintained you in justice, and hath brought 
death upon you in justice; Who knoweth to number you 
in justice, and quicken you to life again in justice. Blessed 
art Thou, O Lord, Who reviveth the dead. 

O Lord, Thou art mighty forever; Thou revivest the 
dead, and art great in salvation. He provideth for the 
living in lovingkindness, and resurrecteth the dead in 
great mercy; He supporteth the falling, healeth the sick, 
releaseth the imprisoned, and keepeth His faith to them 
that sleep in the dust. Who is like unto Thee, O Lord 
of might, and who doth resemble Thee, O King of life 
and death and causeth salvation to flourish ? Verily, Thou 
art in faith intending to resurrect the dead. 
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BURIAL SERVICE 


And as a cause thereof, we arc bound to praise Thee 
and declare the Unity of Thy Great, Mighty and Awful 
Name. There is none to be compared unto Thee, O 
Lord our God, in this world, neither is there any beside 
Thee, O our King, in the life of the World-to-Come; 
There is none but Thou, O our Redeemer, in the days 
of the Messiah, neither is there any like unto Thee, O 
our Savior, for the resurrection of the dead. 

As the Pall-Bearers carry the Remains this 
Psalm is chanted. 

He that dwelleth in the shelter of the Most High abid- 
eth under the shadow of the Almighty. I say of the 
Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress; my God, in 
whom I trust.—For He shall deliver thee from the snare 
of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence. He shall 
cover thee with his pinions, and under His wings shalt 
thou take refuge: His truth shall be a shield and a buck¬ 
ler. Thou shalt not be afraid of the terror by night, nor 
of the arrow that flieth by day; of the pestilence that 
walketh in darkness, nor of the plague that ravageth at 
noon day. A thousand may fall at thy side, and ten 
thousand at thy right; it shall not come nigh unto thee. 
Only with thine eyes shalt thou look on, and see the re¬ 
tribution of the wicked.—For Thou, O Lord, art my ref¬ 
uge.—Thou hast made the Most High Thy dwelling place, 
there shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any scourge 
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BURIAL CERVICE 


come nigh thy tent. For He shall give His angels charge 
over thee to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear 
thee upon their hands, lest thou strike thy foot against 
a stone. Thou shalt tread upon the lion and the adder; 
upon the young lion* and the serpent shalt thou trample. 
—Because he hath set his love upon Me, therefore will I 
deliver him: I will set him on high because he knoweth 
My name. When he calleth upon Me, I will answer him; 
I will be with him in trouble: I will deliver him, and will 
let him see My salvation. 

As the Remains Are Lowered in the Grave 
and Dust Spread Over Them This Is Said: 

Verily, He is merciful and sin-forgiving, and destroyeth 
not; He is munificent in staying His anger, and doeth 
not awaken all of His wrath. 

The Lord God will destroy death forever, and wipe 
«tway tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of His 
people shall He remove from off all the earth, for the 
Lord-hath spoken it. 


AFTER BURIAL SERVICES 

The Rock, His work is perfect, for all His ways are 
judgment: a God of faithfulness and without iniquity, 
just and right is He. The Rock, perfect in every work, 
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BURIAL SERVICE 


who can say unto Him, What workest Thou? He ruleth 
below and above; He killeth and maketh alive: He bring- 
eth down to the grave, and bringeth up again. The Rock, 
perfect in every deed, who can say unto Him, What doest 
Thou? O Thou who speakest and doest, of Thy grace 
deal kindly with us, and for the sake of him who was 
bound like a lamb. O hearken and do. Just in all Thy 
ways art Thou, O perfect Rock, slow to anger and full 
of compassion. Spare and have pity upon parents and 
children, for Thine, Lord, is forgiveness and compassion. 
Just art Thou, O Lord, in killing and in making alive in 
Thy hand is the charge of all spirits; far be it from Thee 
to blot out our remembrance: O let Thine eyes merci¬ 
fully regard us, for Thine, Lord, is compassion and for¬ 
giveness. If a man live a year or a thousand years, what 
profiteth it him ? He shall be as though he had not been. 
Blessed be the True Judge who killeth and maketh alive. 
Blessed be He, for His judgment is true, and His eye 
discerneth all things, and He awardeth unto man His 
reckoning and his sentence, and all must render acknow¬ 
ledgement unto him. We know, O Lord, that Thy judg¬ 
ment is righteous; Thou art justified when Thou speakest. 
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BURIAL SERVICE 


and pure'when Thou judgest, and it is not for us to mur¬ 
mur at Thy method of judging; just art Thou, O Lord, 
and righteous are Thy judgments. O true and righteous 
Judge! Blessed be the true Judge, all whose judgments 
are righteous and true. The soul of every living thing is 
in Thy Hand; Thy right hand is full of righteousness. 
Have mercy upon the remnant of the flock of Thy hand, 
and say unto the angel, Stay thy hand. Thou art great in 
counsel and mighty in deed: Thine eyes are open upon all 
the ways of the children of men, to give unto every one 
according to his ways and according to the fruit of his 
doings. To declare that the Lord is upright; He is my 
Rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him. The 
Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the 
Name of the Lord. And He, being merciful, forgiveth 
iniquity and destroyeth not: yea, many a time He 
turneth His anger away, and doth not stir up all His 
wrath. 

MOURNER’S KADDISH AFTER THE BURIAL 

May His Great Name be magnified and sanctified in 
the world that is to be created anew, where he will 
quicken the dead, and raise them up unto life eternal; will 
rebuild the city of Jerusalem, and establish His temple in 
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BURIAL SERVICE 


the midst thereof; and will uproot all alien worship from 
the earth and restore the worship of the true God. O may 
the Holy One, blessed be He, reign in His Sovereignty 
and glory during your life and during your days, and 
during the life of all the house of Israel, even speedily and 
at a near time, and say ye, Amen. 

Let His Great Name be blessed forever and to all 
eternity. 

Blessed, praised and glorified, exalted, extolled and 
honored, magnified and lauded be the Name of the Holy 
One, blessed be He! though He be high above all blessings 
and hymns, praises and consolations, which are uttered in 
the world; and say ye, Amen. • 

Let the name of the Lord be blessed from this time 
forth and forevermore. 

May there be abundant peace from heavan, and life for 
US and for all Israel; and say ye, Amen. 

He who maketh peace in His high places, may He make 
peace for us and for all Israel; and say ye, Amen. 
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BURIAL SERVICE 


Two Lines Are Formed Through Which the Mourners 
Pass and the Assembled People Say :— 

Vanity of vanities, said Koheleth; vanity of vanities, all 
is vanity. For dust thou art, and unto dust shallt thou 
return. And the dust returneth to the earth as it was, 
and the spirit returneth unto God who gave it. God is 
unto us a God of Salvation; and the Lord God Himself 
knoweth the outcome of death. But the pious will rejoice 
and be delighted in joy. 

I have ever set the Lord before me so that being at 
my right hand I might not stumble. Therefore is my 
heart delighted and my spirit glad, also my flesh shall 
dwell in safety. For thou wilt not abandon my soul to the 
pit; Thou wilt not suffer Thy pious servant to behold 
corruption. Thou wilt let me know the path of life; 
fulness of joy is in Thy presence, pleasures are at Thy 
right hand for evermore. 

May God comfort you among all the mourners of Zion 
and Jerusalem. 
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It is our duty to praise the Lord of all things, to ascribe 
greatness to Him who formed the world in the beginning, 
since He hath not made us like the nations of other lands, 
and hath not placed us like other families of the earth, 
since He hath not assigned unto us a portion as unto them, 
nor a lot as unto all their multitude. For we bend the 
knee and offer worship and thanks before the Supreme 
King of kigns, the Holy One, blessed be He, who 
stretched forth the heavens and laid the foundations of 
the earth, the seat of whose glory is in the heavens above, 
and the abode of whose might is in the loftiest heights. 
He is our God, there is none else: in truth He is our King; 
there is none besides him, as it is written in His Law, And 
thou shallt know this day, and lay it to thine heart, that 
the Lord He is our God in heaven above and upon the 
earth beneath: there is none else. 

We therefore hope in thee, O Lord our God, and we 
may speedily behold the glory of Thy might, when Thou 
wilt remove the abominations from the earth, and the 
idols will be utterly cut off, when the world will be 
perfected under the kingdom of the Almighty, and all the 
children of flesh will call upon Thy name, when Thou wilt 
return unto thyself all the wicked of the earth. Let all 
the inhabitants of the world perceive and know that unto 
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Thee every knee must bow, every tongue must swear. 
Before Thee, O Lord our God, let them bow and fall; and 
unto Thy glorious Name let them give honor; let them 
all accept the yoke of Thy Kingdom, and do Thou reign 
over them speedily, and for ever and ever. For the king¬ 
dom is Thine, and to all eternity Thou wilt reign in glory; 
as it is written in Thy Law, The Lord shall reign for ever 
and ever. And it is said, And the Lord shall be King 
over all the earth: in that day shall the Lord be One, and 
His Name Orie. 

Mourner's Kaddish 

Mourner —Magnified and sanctified be His great Name 
in the world which He hath created according to His will. 
May He establish His Kingdom during your life and 
during your days, and during the life of all the house of 
Israel, even speedily and at a near time, and say ye, Amen. 

Let His great name be blessed for ever and to all 
eternity. 

Blessed, praised and glorified, exalted, extolled and 
honored, magnified and lauded be the Name of the Holy 
One, blessed be He; though He be high above all the 
blessings, and hymns, praises and consolations, which are 
uttered in the world; and say ye, Amen. 
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May there be abundant peace from heaven, and life for 
all Israel; and say ye, Amen. 

He who maketh peace in His high places, may He make 
peace for us and for all Israel; and asy ye, Amen. 

This Psalm is said in a Mourner's house at the 
end of every Service. 

For the Chief Musician. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. 
Hear this, all ye peoples; give ear, all ye inhabitants of 
the world; both low and high, rich and poor, together. 
My mouth shall speak wisdom; and the meditation of my 
heart shall be of understanding. I will incline mine ear 
to a parable: I will open my hidden speech to the lyre. 
Wherefore should I fear in the days of evil, when the 
iniquity of them'that would supplant me compasseth me 
about, even of them that trust in their wealth, and boast 
themselves in the multitude of their riches ? None of them 
can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God 
a ransom for him: (for the redemption of their soul is 
costly, and must be let alone for ever:) that he should 
still live always, that he should not see the pit. For he 
will see that wise men die, the fool and the brutish 
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together perish, and leave their wealth to others. Their 
inward thought is, that their houses shall continue for 
ever, and their dwelling places to all generations; they 
call their lands after their own names. But man that is in 
glory abideth not: he is like the beasts that perish. This 
is the way of them that are foolish, and of those who 
after them take pleasure in their speech. (Selah.) Like 
sheep they are laid in the grave; death shall be their 
shepherd; but the upwright shall have dominion over them 
in the morning; and after their form shall be for the 
grave to consume, that there be no habitation for it. But 
God will redeem my soul from the grasp of the grave: for 
he will receive me. (Selah.) Be not thou afraid when a 
man becometh rich, when the glory of his house is in¬ 
creased : for at his death he shall carry nothing away: his 
glory shall not descend after him. Though while he lived 
he blessed his soul, and though men praise thee that thou 
doest well unto thyself, he shall go to the generation of 
his fathers, who shall never see the light. Man that is in 
glory, but without understanding, is like the beasts that 
perish. 


Mourner’s Kaddish 
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passages as Proverbs N'V"'* 'ViTO, p. 123, should be read in 
the House of Mourning. 
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PRAYER IN THE HOUSE OF HOUKN1NO. 

Jm aJJtitan to the above, other appropriate Psalms, such as Psalms xv., p. 
300; xc t p. 22 i xci.,/. 23 ; ctil., /. *14; and xxxix., er stub 
passages as Proverbs xxxL 10—31, /. 123, should bo read in the 
Home of Mounting. 

I->aIm xxxix. 

For the Chief Musician, for Jeduihun. A Psalm of David. 

I said, 1 will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my 
tongue 1 will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked 
is before me. I was dumb, and kept silence, I held my peace, 
and had nor comfort: and my sorrow was stirred. My heart 
was hot within me ; while I was musing the fire kindled: then 
spake I with my tbngue: Lord, make me to know mine end, 
and the measure of my days, what it is; let me know how 
fleeting I am. Behold, thou hast made my days as hand- 
breadths ; and my lifetime is as nbthing before thee: surely 
every man, though he stand firm, is but a breath. (Sehh.) 
Surely as a mere semblance every man walkcth to and fro: 
surely they arc disquieted for vanity: he heapeth up riches and 
knoweth not who shall gather them. And now, Lord, what 
wait 1 for? My hope is in thee. Deliver me from all my 
transgressions ; make me not the reproach of the foolish. I 
was dumb, 1 opened not my mouth; because thou didst it. 
Remove thy stroke away from me: I am consumed by the 
blow of thine hand. When thou with rebukes dost chasten 
man for iniquity, thou makeSt his beauty to waste away like 
a moth: surely every man is a breath. (Sclah.) Hear my 
prayer, O Lord, and give car unto my cry ; hold not thy peace 
at my tears, for I am a stranger with thee, a sojourner, as all 
my fathers were. O spare me, that 1 may again be glad, before 
1 go hence, and be no more. 

O Lord and King, who art full of compassion, in whose 
hand is the soul of every living thing and the breath of all 
flesh, who killest and makest ali\e, who bringest down to the 
grave and bringest up again, receive, we beseech thee, in 

thy great lovingkindness the soul of - who hath been 

gathered unto his [her] people. Have mercy upon him [her]; 
pardon all his [her] transgressions, for there is not a righteous 
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FRAYEft IN THE. HOUSE OF MOURNING. 


man upon earth, who doeth good and sinneth not. Remember 
unto him [her] the righteousness which he [she] wrought, and 
let his [her] reward be with him [her], and his [her] recom¬ 
pense before him [her]. O shelter his [her] soul in the shadow 
of thy wings. Make known to him (herl the path of life: in 
thy presence is fulness of joy ; at thy right hand arc pleasures 
for evermore. Vouchsafe Unto him [her] of the abounding 
happiness that is treasured up for the righteous, as it is written, 
Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for 
them that fear thee, which thou hast wrought for them that 
trust in thee before the children of men ! 

O Lord, who healest the broken-hearted and bindest up 
their wounds, grant thy consolation unto the mourners: put 
into their heart* the fear and love of thee, that theymay servo 
thee with a perfect heart, and let their latter end be pence. 
Amen. 

Like one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort’you, 
and in Jerusalem shall ye be comforted. Thy sun shall no 
mote go down, neither shall- thy moon withdraw itself; for 
the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy 
mourning shall be ended. He will destroy death for ever; 
and the Lord God will wipe away tears from off nil faces; 
and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all 
Che earth: for the Lord hath'spoken'it. 
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SERVICE AT THE SETTING OF A TOMBSTONE. 

Psalm L 

Happy is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the 
wicked, nor standeth in the way of einners, nor sitteth in the 
seat of the scornful But his delight is in the law of the Lord ; 
and in his law doth he meditate day and night And he shall 
be like a tree planted by the streams of water, that bringeth 
-forth hs fruit in its season, whose leaf also doth not wither ; and 
whatsoever he docth shall prosper. The wicked are not so; but 
are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. Therefore 
the wicked shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the 
congregation of the righteous. For the Lord knov/cth the way 
of the righteous, but the way of the wicked shall perish. 

Psalm xv. v p. 300; xvi. /. 319; xc,p. 22, 

As' for man, his days are as grass; as the flower of the field, 
so he flourisheth^ For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone ; 
and the place thereof shall know it no more. But the loving- 
kindness of the* Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon 
them that fear him, and his righteousness unto children’s chil¬ 
dren. Oh that they were wise, that they understood this, that 
they would consider their latter end. For at his death he shall 
carry nothing away; his glory shall not descend after him. 
Mark the innocent man, and behold the upright; for the latter 
etld of that man is peace. The Lord setteth free the soul of his 
servants; and none that take refuge in him shall be condemned. 
How precious is thy lovingkindness, O God 1 and the children 
of men take refuge under the shadow of thy wings. They sate 
themselves with the fatness of thy house; and thou givest them 
to drink of the river of thy pleasures. He shall enter into peace; 
they shall rest on their beds—each one that walketh in his 
uprightness. 

Fialm xd./. 13 ; «« O Lord and King, who arifuH of compassion f 
313,; Mourner's Kadtish, p, 77. 


nm man 


32 




t nr o'tdw ,TO(m mp 

matfnni Wm p vwnni din na nirP 
cbm v'v ip33 naij? Vssw raw bznb din 
•o&n nsi u> eftaM atfn : eton ^la 1 

vi- t - v: •• t i v|vv 

tt'y nNt b'zto' iaan 6 join md owf 

i«t i*:— : t t» •• i i 

rnnN tv; *6 Van ng’ inlaa Nb p: Dnnnafr 
: ci?a s tf'nb mnx ^ ntm an *iatf: mas 

t •: - • tv : tt: : 


:p Q’Dlnn bs latfN' 1 Nbi rarti nirp ml* 

• - V | |T J »?*! VITTJ * 


t ann nop: man 

TjSntf pin ps naefa ovtfwj *H2P 
rnstn t? 3 nfjns -nti 'JNtf tdm lajwb 



33 


MEMORIAL SERVICE 


MEMORIAL SERVICE 


O Lord, of what account is man that Thou regardest 
him, or the son of man that Thou considerest him ? Man 
is likened to vanity; his days to a shadow that passeth 
away. In the morning he is like grass, which groweth 
up; in the evening it is cut down, and withereth. Thou 
turnest man to contrition; and 6ayest: “Return, ye chil¬ 
dren of men. If they were wise they would understand 
this, they would discern their latter end. For when he 
dieth, he shall carry nothing away; his wealth shall not 
descend after him. Mark the innocent man, and behold 
the upright; for the latter end of such man is peace. The 
Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants: and none of them 
that take refuge in Him shall be condemned. 

For the Soul of a Father 

May God remember the soul of my revered father 
(name him and his father) who departed for his World. 
For his sake I vow to distribute charity, now that his soul 
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MEMORIAL SERVICE 


is remembered. As a reward of this my vow, may his 
soul be bound in the Bundle of Life, together with the 
souls of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, Ra¬ 
chel and Leah and together with the rest of the righteous 
men and women who are in the Garden of Eden, and, let 
us say: Amen. 

For the Soul of a Mother 

May God remember the soul of my revered mother 
(name her and her father i who departed for her World. 
For her sake I vow to distribute charity, now that her 
soul is rememberd. As a reward of this my vow, may 
her soul be bound in the Bundle of Life, together with the 
souls of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, Ra¬ 
chel and Leah, and together with the rest of the righteous 
men and women who are in the Garden of Eden, and, 
let us say: Amen. 

For the Souls of Grandparents and Other Near Relatives 

May God remember the souls of my grandfather and 
my grandmother, my uncles and my aunts, my brothers 
and my sisters, whether from my paternal or from my 
maternal side, who departed for their World. For their 
',ake I vow to distribute charity, now that their souls are 
remembered. As a reward of this my vow, may their 
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souls bt bound in the Bundle of Life together with the 
souls of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, Ra¬ 
chel and Leah, and together with the rest of the righteous 
men and women who are in the Garden of Eden, and, 
let us say: Amen. 

For the Souls of Those Who Sacrificed Their Lives to 
Sandiify the Name of God 

May God remember the soul of (name him or her, and 
his or her father, if a particular soul is to be remembered) 
and the souls of all my relatives, men and women, whether 
from my paternal or from my maternal side who departed 
for their World; whether they were killed outright, or 
met death by violence, whether they were slaughtered or 
burned, whether they were drowned or strangled for the 
sake of sanctifying the Name of God. For their sake 
I vow to distribute charity, now that their souls are re¬ 
membered. As a reward of this my vow, may their souls 
be bound in the Bundle of Life, together with the souls 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel 
and Leah, and together with the rest of the righteous men 
and women who are in the Garden of Eden, and, let us 
say: Amen. 

The Hazan Delivers This Prayer 
For a Man 

Merciful God! Thou awellest in high heavens! find 
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a permanent repose, beneath the wings of the Shekinah, 
in the degrees of the holy and pure who shine with the 
lustre of heaven, for the soul (name him and his father) 
who went forth to his World. For his sake, now when 
his soul is remembered, a vow was made to distribute 
alms. May his repose be in the Garden of Eden! May 
the Owner of mercy, therefore, treasure him in the secret 
places of His wings forever, and bind his soul in the 
Bundle of Life. May God be his inheritance. And may 
he repose upon his resting-place in peace; and, let us say : 
Amen. 

For a Woman 

Merciful God! Thou dwellest in high heavens! find a 
permanent repose, beneath the wings of the Shekinah, in 
the degrees of the holy and pure who shine with the lustre 
of heaven, for the soul (name her and her father) who 
went forth to her World. For her sake, now when her 
soul is remembered, a vow was made to distribute alms. 
May her repose be in the Garden of Eden! May the 
Owner of mercy, therefore, treasure her in the secret 
places of His wings forever, and bind her soul in the 
Bundle of Life. May God be her inheritance! And 
may she repose upon her resting place in peace; and, let 
us say: Amen. 
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For Men 

Merciful God! Thou dwellest in high heavens! find a 
permanent repose, beneath the wings of the Shekinah, in 
the degrees of the holy and pure who shine with the lus¬ 
tre of heaven, the souls of ( name all departed men for 
whom the memorial is delivered) who went forth to their 
World. For their sake, now when their souls are re¬ 
membered, a vow was made to distribute alms. May 
their repose be in the Garden of Eden. May the Owner 
of mercy, therefore, treasure them in the secret places of 
His wings forever, and bind their souls in the Bundle of 
Life. May the Lord be their inheritance! And may they 
repose in their resting places in peace; and, let us say: 
Amen. 

For Women 

Merciful God! Thou dwellest in high heavens! find a 
permanent repose, beneath the wings of the Shekinah, in 
the degrees of the holy and pure who shine with the lus¬ 
tre of heaven, the souls of ( name all departed women for 
whom the memorial is delivered) who went forth to their 
World. For their sake, now when their souls are re¬ 
membered, a vow was made to distribute alms. May 
their repose be in the Garden of Eden. May the Owner 
of mercy, therefore, treasure them in the secret places of 
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His wings forever, and bind their souls in the Bundle of 
Life. May the Lord be their inheritance! And may they 
repose in their resting places in peace; and, let us say, 
Amen. 

(For Males) 

Perfect rest, in the celestial dwelling, beneath the 
wings of the Shekhinah, in the degrees of the holy and 
pure, and forgiving of Trespassings, and removal of 
iniquity, and bringing near of salvation, and compassion 
and grace from before Him who dwelleth on high, and 
a good share in the world to come,—there shall be the 
portion of all the holy and pure souls; there shall be the 
portion of all the upright and perfect ones, who have 
gone to their eternal home, when their day came. There 
shall be the portion of everyone who did goodness and 
righteousness in this world. And amongst them may come 
up before Thee the memory of (name the departed). May 
God remember them for good with the other righteous 
of the world. May the supreme King of Kings in his 
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mercies have pity and compassion over them. May the 
supreme King of Kings, in his mercy hide them beneath 
the shadow of his wings and in the secret places of his 
tabernacle, to behold the graciousness of the lord and 
to visit early in His temple. May the supreme King of 
Kings raise them at the end of days, and bound up their 
soul in the bundle of life. May He place glory as their 
resting-place, and may peace be joined unto them, and 
may peace reign upon their couches, as it is written: “He 
entereth in peace, they rest in their beds, each one that 
walketh in his uprightness.” Both, they and all the sons 
of Israel who repose with them, may be in the order of 
mercies and forgiveness. And let us say: Amen. 

(For Females) 

O, merciful God, He to whom mercy belongath, and by 
Whose Word the worlds were created, both this world, and 
the world to come, and He treasured in it the righteous 
and pious women. By His will and by His word, may it 
be said that it came up before Him the memorial of (name 
here the departed women). Let the Spirit of God make 
them rest in the Garden of Eden, as they have departed 
from this world by the will of God, the Lord of heaven 
and earth. May the Supreme King of Kings, in his 
mercies have pity and compassion over them, and may He 
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bound their souls in the Bundle of Life. May He place 
glory as their resting-place, and may peace be joined unto 
them, and may peace reign upon their couches, as it is 
written: “He entereth in peace, they rest in their beds, 
each one that walketh in his uprightness.” Both, they and 
all the daughters of Israd who repose with them in the 
order of mercies and forgiveness. And let us say: Amen. 

(Another version ) 


Perfect rest beneath the wings of the Shekhinah, in the 
degrees of the holy and the pure who light and shine as 
the lusture of the heaven, forgiveness of trespasses, and 
removal of iniquity, and bringing near of Salvation, and 
compassion and grace from before Him who dwelleth on 
High, and a good share in the world to come. There shall 
be the portion of (here name the departed) who 
gathered unto their people. May the Spirit of God 
them rest in the Garden of Eden. May the Supreme 
of Kings in his mercies have pity and compassion over 
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them, and may he hide them beneath the shadow of his 
wings and in the secret places of his tabernacle to behold 
the graciousness of the Lord and to visit early in His 
temple. May peace be joined unto them and may peace 
reign upon their couches. As it is said: “He entereth in 
peace, they rest in their beds, each one that walketh in his 
uprightness. May He bound in the Bundle of Life their 
souls, and may He place glory as their resting-place to¬ 
gether with all those who dwell in the dust, the upright 
and perfect ones. And let us say Amen. 

In some places 'the Hasson delivers the following prayer 
before the Memorial service : 

A song of ascents: Out of the depths have I called 
Thee, O Lord. Lord hearken unto my voice; let Thine 
ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications. If 
Thou, O Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who 
could stand? For with Thee there is forgiveness, that 
Thou mayest be feared. I wait for the Lord, my soul 
doth wait, and in His word do I hope. My soul waiteth 
for the Lord, more than watchmen for the morning; yea, 
more than watchmen for the morning. O Israel, hope 
in the Lord; for with the Lord there is mercy, and with 
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JfT 

Him is plenteous redemption. And He will redeem 
Israel from all his iniquities. 

As for man, his days are as grass; as a flower of the 
field, so he flourisheth. For the wind passesth over it, 
and it is gone; and the place thereof knoweth it no more. 
But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to ever¬ 
lasting upon them that fear, and His righteousness unto 
children’s children. 

Oh, how abundant is Thy goodness which Thou hast 
treasured up for them that fear thee, which thou hast 
wrought for them that take refuge in Thee, in the sight 
of the sons of men. How precious is Thy loving-kindness, 
O God!. And the children of men take refuge under the 
shadow of Thy wings. They sate themselves with the 
fatness of Thy house; and Thou givest them to drink of 
the river of Thy pleasures. For with Thee is the fountain 
of life: in Thy light do we see light. Let the pious exult 
in glory, let them sing for joy upon their beds. The end 
of the matter, all having been heard; fear God and keep 
His commandments, for this is the whole man. A good 
name is better than precious oil; and the day of death 
than the day of one’s birth. The spirit of God hath made 
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me, and the breath of the Almighty giveth me life. Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me, Thy rod and 
Thy staff, they comfort me. As for me, I shall behold 
Thy face in righteousness, I shall be satisfied when I 
awake, with Thy likeness. All Israel have a share in the 
world to come, as it is said: “And Thy people shall be 
all righteous, they shall inherit the land forever, the 
branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I may 
be glorified. 

Awake, O ye sleeping ones from your sleep, and ye 
who are fast asleep wake up from your heavy sleep, search 
your doings and return with penitence, and remember your 
Creator. Look out for your souls, and better your ways 
and your doings, and let each one of you forsake his bad 
way, and his thought which is not good. Happy is he 
whose toil was in the Torah, and who caused pleasure of 
spirit to his Creator. He lived with a good namb and de¬ 
parted with a good name, from this world. It is concern¬ 
ing such a one that (King) Solomon said in his wisdom: 
“A good name is better than precious oil; and the day 
of death than the day of one’s birth.” Learn much Torah 
so that you will be given much reward, and know that the 
grant of reward unto the righteous will be in the time to 
come. 




54 



wAc- passed away, 


9/Zccy /£. eAear svic£-res/- 
sins cVcstasAj&J juiace, . 

Neshama-lfghi ft to be lighted on the 
evening before the memorial day. 











The Lord gave The Lord hath taken 

Year 

Day j Date | Month | 

















































































This Bl< 
lighted. 

np 

I 

:ssing is pronounced as tb 

nin I vr t 
n nrjrqf <ny?fy) wpj > 
M9* TO P? 

1 : o 1 

* ffts 1 

ah candle is being 

np) D\i*?$ *\3 1 




































56 


The Lord gave The Lord hath taken 

t Year 

Da r | Date 

Month 

1 



-. • 











































































This Dies 
lighted. 

Ma 

Ma 

W1 

Ma 

! In 

sing is pronounced as the 

n’s Soul is a light of Goc 
y this light be a token of 
>ieh is my father’s (moth< 
y it be bound in the bum 
the heavenly Garden of I 

N’shamal 

1 . 

the Lighi 
:r's) soul; 
lie of life 
iden. Aim 

h candle is being 

t of God 

:n. 


-4 — 























































57 


MAZKIR NE’SHOMOTH FOR THE 
NEXT 50 YEARS 


1 Year 

8th Day of 1 

Passover j 

2nd day of 
(Pentecost) 

Day of 
Atonement 

Sl’cmini- 

Azercth 

I 1934 

April 7 

May 21 

Sept. 19 

Oct. 1 

1 1935 ' 

April 25 

June 8 

Oct. 7 

Oct. 19 

| 1936 

April 14 

May 28 

Sept. 26 

Oct. 8 

| 1937 

April 3 

May 17 

Sept. 15 

Sept. 27 

§ 1938 

April 23 

June 6 

Oct. 5 

Oct. 17 

| 1939 

April 11 

May 25 

Sept. 23 

Oct. 5 

1 1940 

April 30 

June 13 

Oct. 12 

Oct. 24 

1 1941 

April 19 

June 2 

Oct. 1 

Oct. 13 

I 1942 

April 9 

May 23 

Sept. 21 

Oct. 3 

1 1943 

April 27 

June 10 

Oct. 9 

Oct. 21 

1 1944 

April 15 

May 29 

Sept. 27 

Oct. 9 

1 1945 

April 5 

May 19 

Sept. 17 

Sept. 29 

1 1946 

April 23 

June 6 

Oct. 5 

Oct. 17 

1 1947 

April 12 

May 26 

Sept. 24 

Oct. 6 

1 1948 

May 1 

June 14 

Oct. 13 

Oct. 25 

1 194<> 

April 21 

I June 4 

Oct. 3 

Oct. 15 
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MAZKIR NE’SHOMOTH FOR THE 
NEXT 50 YEARS 


Year 

3th Day of 
Passover 

2nd dajr of 
(Pentecost) 

Day of 
Atonement 

Shemini- 

Azereth 

1950 

April 9 

May 23 

Sept 21 

Oct 3 

1951 

April 28 

June 11 

Oct 10 

Oct 22 

1952 

April 17 

May 31 

Sept. 29 

Oct 11 

1953 

April 7 

May 21 

Sept 19 

Oct 1 

1954 

April 25 

June8 

Oct 7 

Oct. 19 

1955 

April 14 

May 28 

Sept 26 

Oct 8 

1956 

April 3 

May 17 

Sept 15 

Sept 27 

1957 

April 23 

June 6 

Oct 5 

Oct 17 

1958 

April 12 

May 26 

Sept 24 

Oct 6 

1959 

April 30 

June 13 

Oct 12 

Oct 24 

1960 

April 19 

June 2 

Oct 1 

Oct 13 

1961 

April 8 

May 22 

Sept 20 

Oct 2 

1962 

April 26 

June 9 

Oct 8 

Oct. 20 

1963 

April 16 

May 30 

Sept 28 

Oct. 10 

1964 

April 4 

May 18 

Sept 16 

Sept. 28 

1965 

April 24 

June 7 

Oct 6 

Oct. 18 

1966 

April 12 

May 26 

Sept. 24 

Oct. 6 
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THESE ARE THE PRINCIPAL REGULA¬ 
TIONS OF MOURNING 

Abraham ordered that the dead shall be disposed 
of by placing the corpse in the earth. (Gen. 23 :19.) Such 
was the Hebrew form of inhumation from the very in¬ 
ception of Jewish history (J7p*lpD HIlZp)* 

Moses instituted a period of seven days’ mourning for 
the loss of anyone of the seven relatives. These are: 
father, mother, son, daughter, wife, sister, brother 
(D^np nyn 'V) During the time funeral preparations 
arc being made, the mourner is excused from every 
religious obligation (JTOjK)* 

After the funeral it is customary for friends of 
the bereaved to provide the meal of consolation 

Oman rmpo). 

Gamliel II ordered that all the dead, rich and poor 
alike, shall be buried in plain linen, and not each one 
in garments according to the means of the family, as 
had been the custom before his day. (pD'HDrV) 

During the period of mourning it is forbidden to sit 
upon a chair, bathe, trim the hair, wear shoes, new 
clothes, work, study the Torah (save the book of Job, 
or Lamentations), do business, or walk on the street 

(njatf.) 

The Rabbis, at a later period, have -inaugurated a 
still longer period, extending the seven-day limit to 
that of thirty days when it is forbidden to 
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travel in foreign countries for commercial purposes, 
marry, visit places of amusements, wear new clothes, 
or trim the hair. 

Upon the demise of a father, or a mother, or 
upon hearing of the demise of either, even if 
it be after thirty days since such demise happened 
(nplm njJIOtZJ) the mourner must make a rend on the 
left side of his coat or vest-coat as a manifestation of 
sorrow (n>’Hp) thereby saying: “Blessed be thou, O 
Lord, King of the universe, who art a Truthful Judge.” 

P i?a wrfju ;; nn« fnf 

Upon the demise of all other of the seven relatives, 
the rend is made on the right side of the garment. The 
benediction is the same, and when such tiding reaches 
one after thirty days he is* excused from Shivah. 

The KADDISH is recited by the mourner for a 
period of eleven months The most wicked in Israel 
are judged., before their souls get final repose, fully 
twelve months. There is special memorial prayer—Yizkor 
(Dlttw 3 T2TD) for the dead, recited 
on Yom-ha-Kipurim, (CHIBS!"! QV) 

Shemini-Azeret, (miSy W) the 

last day of Pesach, (nCB bv fllPTK) and 

the second day of Shebuot (nlJJQV TV S 3V) 

No public mourning is permitted on Sabbaths and 
holidays. If a demise occurs on the eve of a holiday, 
and the‘funeral takes place before sun-set, the mourner 
is exempted from Shivah. Moreover, the thirty days’ 
period is, under such circumstances, reduced as follows: 
After Rosh-ha-Shanah, or Yom-ha-Kipurim, by seven 
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PRAYERS ON THE CEMETERY 


This prayer is delivered on a Father’s Graveside 
the first year after his demise. 

Overlord of all worlds, God of gods and Lord of lords! 
I let fall my supplication before Thee, and hear Thou 
from heaven. I pray unto Thee, O King of mercy and 
grace! Remember that on this day I stand before Thee 
broken-hearted, in humility, in fear and dread, enshrouded 
in mourning for the afflicted soul of my father. Per- 
adventure, my father sinned, transgressed, or rebelled 
against Thee; for there is no perfectly righteous man in 
this world who ever does good and sinneth not. Because 
thereof I am filled with terror, and I came to plead for 
mercy and grace for him from Thee. I appear this day 
before Thee fasting for the atonement of his afflicted 
soul, and for his repose. And Thou, O exalted King, 
though Thy dwelling is on high, yet is Thy abode ever 
with the humble and the contrite, and Thy right hand is 
ever ready to receive all that pass through life in this 
world. Even as Thou art merciful, remember me for the 
sake of Thy Great and Holy Name, the Unity of which 
I declare twice daily, that my fat and blood, which is 
this day being lessened by my fasting, and the shedding 
of tears by my eyes, be to Thee as if I had them offered 
upon Thine holy altar which was in Jerusalem, but which 
was destroyed by our sin to atone for the soul of my 
father (naming him and his father). In my call to Thee 
answer me, O God of righteousness! for unto Thee my 
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heart and my eyes are directed, until Thou wilt, in Thy 
lovingkindness, give light to his soul, and wilt bring up 
his remembrance before the Throne of Thy Glory to have 
his soul and spirit filled with the purity of Thy pleasant 
brook along with all the righteous who do Thy bidding 
and who fully partake of the joy of Thy presence, even 
of the sweetness at Thy right hand evermore. May the 
fulfilment of the Verse, as it is written, be upon him, 
saying: “And the Lord will guide thee constantly and 
will satisfy thy soul in times of drouth, and strengthen 
thy bones, and thou shalt be like a well-watered garden, 
and like a spring of water, the waters of which will 
never deceive. Then shalt thou find delight in the Lord 
and I will cause thee to tread upon the high places of the 
earth, and I will cause thee to enjoy the inheritance of 
Jacob thy father, for the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it.” 

There, in a firm repose, in a heavenly habitation, be¬ 
neath the wings of the Shekinah, in the degree of the 
pure and the holy, who, like unto the brightness of the 
expanse, illumine and shine, even there, whence strength¬ 
ening of the bones, atonement for the guilty, removal of 
transgression, hastening of help, lovingkindness and grace 
come by the will of Him whose dwelling is there, and 
there, whence the good share for a life in the World- 
to Come, is derived, may be the dwelling-place, and 
boundary, and habitation of my father (naming him and 
his father). By the goodness of His Name may the Spirit 
of God lead him to the Garden of Eden. May the King, 
who crowneth kings, in His mercy, be merciful to 
him, spare him, and have compassion upon him. May the 
King who crowneth kings, in His lovingkindness, con¬ 
ceal him in the shadow of His wings, and in His secret 
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PRAYERS ON THE CEMETERY 


tent, to behold the sweetness of the Lord, to make visita¬ 
tion in His Temple. When the Messiah will come He 
shall resurrect him, and from His sweet brook shall He 
give him drink, and He shall bind his soul in the bundle 
of life, and set up his repose in a place of glory. The 
Lord be his inheritance! May He connect him with peace, 
even as it is written: ‘‘Peace will come; they will repose 
in their resting-places, he who was walking straight.” May 
he, and all the dead of his people Israel, be included 
among those who will receive God’s mercy and forgive¬ 
ness, even so be it the will of God, and let us say: Amen. 

He will destroy death forever, and the Lord God will 
wipe away tears from off all faces, and the rebuke of His 
people shall He take away from off all the earth, for the 
Lord hath spoken it. Thy dead shall live, my dead bodies 
will arise; awake and sing, ye that dwell in the dust; for a 
dew on herbs is Thy dew, and the earth shall cast out the 
departed. 

And He being merciful, forgiveth iniquity, and de- 
stroyeth not; yea, many a time He turneth His anger 
away, and doth not stir up all His wrath. Save, O Lord: 
may the King answer us on the day when we call. 

A Song of Degrees: Out of the depths have I cried 
unto Thee, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice: let Thine ears 
be attentive to the voice of my supplications. If Thou, 
O Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, O Lord, who could 
stand? Eut there is forgiveness with Thee, that Thou 
mayest be feared. I wait for the Lord, my soul doth 
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wait, and in His worth do I hope. My soul waiteth for 
the Lord, more than watchmen for the morning. O let 
Israel hope in the Lord; for with the Lord there is 
lovingkindness, and with Him is plenteous deliverance. 
And He shall deliver Israel from all hi3 iniquities. 

This prayer is delivered on a mother's graveside 
the first year after her demise . 

I pray Thee, O King who crowneth kings, in Thy 
mercy remember me, and do not despise my affliction on 
this my fast-day for the soul of my mother (name her 
and her father). Peradventure she did commit a sin, 
a transgression, or an iniquity against Thee, because of 
which a trembling seizes me, and with a countenance full 
of shame I appear before Thee enshrouded in my mourn¬ 
ing to atone for her, and pray for her repose. May the 
affliction of my soul spare her soul from being afflicted. 
O God, King of mercy and compassion! in Thy great 
lovingkindness have mercy upon her; for Thou, O Lord, 
art good, and forgiving, and merciful, to all who suppli¬ 
cate Thee. Receive, I pray Thee, the quantity of my 
blood and fat which is being diminished this day in my 
fasting; may it be Thy will to accept it even as if I had 
sacrificed it upon Thy holy altar, which is now desol- 
late on account of our sins; and may it atone for the soul 
' of my mother (name her and her father). -O Lord, hear 
my prayer ; give ear to my supplication, for I trust in Thy 
faithfulness. Answer me for the sake of Thy great and 
Holy Name, the Unity of which I declare twice daily. 
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Bring light to her by Thy compassion; may her remem¬ 
brance ascend before Thy Throne of Glory, and grant 
that her soul enjoy the company of the holy mothers. 
Fulness of joy is in Thy presence, pleasures are at Thy 
right hand for evermore. May this Verse be said con¬ 
cerning her: “Arise, give light, for thy light is come, 
and the glory of the Lord is shining upon thee; for, be¬ 
hold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross dark¬ 
ness the peoples, but over thee will shine forth the Lord, 
and the Glory of the Lord will be seen over thee.” May 
the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable before Thee, O Lord, my Rock and my 
Redeemer. 

O merciful God! with the utterance of Thy mouth 
Thou hast created the world and everything therein, and 
hast formed likewise all worlds! For Thy pious, who walk 
before Thee Thou hast treasured up much good; may it 
be Thy will that in Thy mercy and great might Thou shalt 
command to bring up before Thee the remembrance of 
that pious woman, my mother (name her and her father). 
May the Spirit of the Lord lead her to the Garden of 
Eden. May the King in His mercy have compassion upon 
her; may peace accompany her; may her repose be in 
peace, even as it is written: “Peace will come, they will 
repose in their resting-places, they that walk in the path 
of righteousness”—even she together with all the daugh¬ 
ters in Israel—may they be included in Thy mercy and 
forgiveness from now and evermore: Amen. 

(Here the Prayer, ''There in a Firm Repose,” is 
Delivered, as at the Father's Grave; Supra, Page 29.) 
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Prayer at a Father's Graveside : 

Here, in the gloom of the grave, rests the body of my 
father. Here lies buried the precious treasure that wa§ 
mine of yore—my beloved father who walked in right¬ 
eousness and integrity before Thee. His sainted spirit 
soared into the eternal life, and Thou shelterest him under 
Thy wings for ever. 

Happy is he! Among mortals was not true repose and 
inheritance. Precious in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of his servants. And now he walketh with God, and 
he is no more; for God hath taken him away. 

But my heart is in pain all the day long; all my joy is 
taken from me; my pride and my glory and the coveted 
of my eyes and of my heart is gone from me. I 
am bowed down and crusehd to the utmost; all the day 
long I walk around full of grief. Alas! I have lost my 
dearest possession. While he was still with us, I did not 
recognize fully his worth, so that I might have loved him 
and revered him, as is due to a father from his son. I 
did not listen to his words of chastisement. Truly I have 
sinned, and here upon this holy ground I confess my 
iniquitous deeds. It was my duty to honor him during 
his lifetime and also at his death, for I am flesh of his 
flesh and bone of his bones, and he was my progenitor, 
and not only have I thereby disgraced my own soul, but 
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I have also committed a wrong against him. Instead of 
purifying him in order to lift him higher and higher, into 
the happiness reserved for the righteous, I have perverted 
my deeds and I have done even this mjustice. 

But now after I have bethought myself and have re¬ 
pented, and have taken my deeds to my heart, and have 
learned to know my errors, I did wring my hands in 
despair and said to myself: I pray, let me come up to 
the mount of the Lord to pour my heart and my soul, and 
beg mercy from the Highest of the high. For many are 
my sighs and all my limbs are broken down. Perhaps 
God will hearken unto me and will say, I have forgiven. 
Behold I raised my hands in prayer to the Lord, to God 
who is merciful and benign, slow to anger, keeping mercy 
unto the thousandth generation and foreseeing the end 
of things from the beginning—perhaps He will look upon 
me with indulgence and grant me life upon this earth 
and acquit me of my guilt, for I cannot escape lest the 
evil overtake me and I die. 

I pray Thee, O Merciful God, remove from before me 
every hindrance, that I may serve Thee with a whole 
heart. Thy eyes, O Lord, can see through the center of 
Thy servant’s heart and through all my secret and inner¬ 
most depths. Thy eyes, while they watch the highest, 
deign to see the smallest creatures upon the earth, and 
penetrate the very deepest. I pray Thee abide with Thy 
servant, do not take me away in the midst of my days, 
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and let my healing speedily spring forth. Save me from 
suffering and need, from sin and guilt, from all those who 
rise up to harm me, and from all evil hours that are apt 
to come in this world. Open my heart for Thy Torah. 
Put within me love and fear for Thee. Grant that I find 
grace, favor and mercy in Thine eyes, and in the eyes 
of all who behold me. Strengthen and fortify my hand 
to do Thy service and to study Thy Torah. Grant 
me my subsistence, and the subsistence of my household 
in ease and plenty. May Thy Torah be my occupation. 
As for this noble soul, fulfil its supplication to elevate it 
higher and higher so that it may find rest,and that its lot 
be for resurrection when Messiah will come. 

O, Sovereign of all worlds, who sittest above the cher¬ 
ubim, glorified God, eternal Lord of the hosts, may it be 
Thy will to grant me a happy portion, a good heart, a 
humble soul, a lowly spirit, and let Thy Name not be 
desecrated through me. Do not make me the talk in the 
mouths of men, let not my end be derision, nor my hope 
turned into despair. Let me not depend upon the gifts 
of mortal creatures, but only upon Thy helping hand, 
which is full, open, holy and ample. Make my lot with 
those who study Thy Torah, and with those who do Thy 
will with a whole heart, and let me live to see speedily the 



poSy n »a Sy n)S B n 


80 


iiip? irnspni. map 'ijo'p jyp nisi 1 ? 

nipop Diinpi D'Kbiop nip 'jpi dps bij'pi 

IIDpO Bltf 'b% 11331 1#1J? '^5 111131 

'’jjpphil nijni mtfp niitj bap 'iiptfi 'jipi 

.113 ^pO 3'310,1 IppDIl D'SHI ippilS 

ii? 1 ? .I3i3*p Ton 'by pnimi Kipi , 1,1131 

3131 1\pl TBT DlpO *?3? Tjpp’pi 

.nbiy ijn ipijjo ninsn Typ D'bspoi 
'ytfsi msei bzb nbc i'-jdi 313 bx six 

- t: - - t: - : r - ; •• tt 


■ippipppi i|oiinp '?v iK,ii ♦■oiptfiii pksi 


D'opi bs 1501 113$ 'imn ’jbi^i ■’ 3 'X yisi 

Tiyi ’13H ni’B Dire „iyi 'by DrscsiMi 'by 

•tt**: • : tt-t •-:-;- t 

D'xbrji nibsoi 3150 'ptfo i#ji pio 'jk'ita 


}3ir01 J?1 }3$0 J?1 13101 jn dixo dti 
ispp Dib^p x*?pi ipii jn 'b Titfoi 
dp ,i)5: obipi }p ipBi^p y'r DKi /p; 
pji xpi dip '3 K3o: X 1 ?# , ni 1 b DP? 'irpo 
'ni:iy *?3 by mss vuvo xini ,j?Pn ioPx 

i t “ tt- • r • •*: vr r : - 



81 


PRAYERS ON THE CEMETERY 


rebuilding of Thy rouse in its glory and splendor, and to 
bring up children and children’s children prompt to do 
Thy commandments and to study Thy Torah in possession 
of wealth and honor and not suffering from any want. 
Save me and shield me against all hard or evil decrees, 
and with Thy mercy and Thy favor save me from all 
distress and anguish. Let Thy Providence be constatnly 
over me for my good as a help and support wherever I 
may go. Let my words be acceptable unto Thee and also 
find favor in the eyes of men now and forever. 

I pray Thee, benign and forgiving God, forgive all my 
sins and transgressions. Heal me, and save me! Enlighten 
my eyes in Thy Torah and in Thy commandments, and 
subdue my enemies and accusers, crush and cast down all 
those who rise up against me or are planning evil designs 
against me, deliver me from a hard judgment, from cap¬ 
tivity, from the sword, from exile, from disease, from 
a bad man, a bad companion, from a bad neighbor, from 
a pernicious adversary. Grant me grace and favor, anc} 
complete the number of my days in peace, and when my 
time will come to depart this world, let the day of 
my death be as the day of my birth, free from sin and 
from guilt or wrongdoing, and let my death be an atone- 
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ment for all my iniquities, and save me from the tortures 
of the grave, and let my soul rest in the bundle of the 
living, and be declared by Thee guiltless in the day of 
judgment. 

I pray Thee hearken to the voice of my prayer, and 
turn into good all the dreams that I have dreamt concern¬ 
ing myself or that my friends dreamt concerning me, and 
bring down upon me the blessing of the priests, and fulfil 
all the desires of my heart to my good—for the sake of 
all the righteous, pious and holy men and women who are 
buried here, and who died for the glory of Thy Name, and 
for the sake of all the holy and pious people of this world. 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable unto Thee, my Rock and my Redeemer. 

A Prayer on a Mother's Grave 

Here is treasured the body of my mother, who tended 
and raised me, who suffered all of her days to rear me; 
upon her was the burden to supply all of my wants; she 
led me in the path of the Torah and of God-fearing. Woe, 
that she went the way of all the earth. The mother of 
her children fell; she has left her children. As for me, 
none is left who can lead me in the merciful way as she 
did, for she was ever ready to do good to me. Now, behold, 
in distress have I come hither, upon the field, of sorrow, 
which is now the house of my mother, to the chamber 
of her that bore me; but lo! she is shrouded in a mantle 
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of death, and her soul ascended above. Peace be unto her! 
and peace be unto her soul, to her spirit and her breath 
of life! Let her be blessed among all women; may the 
Glory of God shine forth upon her! O Lord, my Rock, 
I pray Thee, let Thy mercy be agitated for my sake, so 
that Thou shalt hear my voice of supplication. 

I pray Thee, O Aweful and Holy One, forgive all my 
sins, and provide for me, from Thy heavens, corn, bread 
and sustenance. Remain not silent to my tears. Redeem 
me from descending to the pit; let me not suffer want of 
bread. Grant that my children and children’s children 
occupy themselves with the study of the Torah and com¬ 
mandments, and that they be God-fearing. May, upon my 
knees, be born a third and a fourth generation of brave 
men, and God-fearing men. 

When In Great Distress and Trouble This 
Prayer Is Added : 

Behold, I pray Thee, O Lord my God, the flock which 
the noble shepherdess abandoned. Behold, I hoped for 
peace, and, instead, I feel sorely the bitterness of Thy 
hand which went forth to overtake me for my transgres¬ 
sions. The Lord hath testified against me, and the 
Almighty hath sent me bitterness. A storm of anger 
went forth against me; God hath discovereth the iniquity 
of His servant. My soul trembles sorely; my bowels are 
in a tremor of compassion for the poor flock which she 
reared and brought up, and upon her arms did she raise 
and lift them; their splendor turned to corruption; in 
chorus do they weep and cry for bread, but there is none. 
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I have, therefore, bethought me, since I am afflicted, 
and since I saw no friend here about, I will weary my 
feet and come hither, at the graveside of my mother, to 
petition Thee, O my Rock and Master, and to supplicate 
Thee, that Thou mayest have mercy upon me for the sake 
of my noble mother, even as when our mother Rachel 
prayed for her children when they were led in captivity, 
and wept because of her affliction, and her voice was 
listened to on High, peradventure, the wonder-working 
God will have compassion, and remove the evil decrees 
from me, and hasten and speed on my rescue; for, from 
the time I lie me down, till I arise, my bed is saturated 
with my tears nightly, and because of all my afflictions 
my eye is dimmed by being waxed. Be gracious unto 
me, O Lord, for her sake; hear, I pray Thee, my sup¬ 
plication, and deliver me from darkness to light. Indeed, 
see my affliction, and hear my groaning, and save me 
from my great pain, O God, my Creator! Be, I pray 
Thee, a Shield to me; remove Thy anger from me; judge 
me not in Thy wrath; mete out, in good measure, salva¬ 
tion and mercy, and grant all my requests. String around 
me a cord of grace and mercy; prolong my days and 
years in goodness and in pleasure, without a single want. 
I pray Thee, let the virtue of my dear mother stand up 
for me and for all my household, and for my children 
after me; and for the sake of all the just and pious of 
the world remove from me moaning and sighing and all 
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evil, O Lord, save, O King, answer us on the day we 
call to Thee: Amen. 

Prayer to Be Delivered By A IVidoiu 
at Her Husband's Graveside : 

The posts of my house slipped! My husband, my 
spouse, the ruler of my house, the joy of my tent, the 
illuminator of my darkness, my precious crown and 
healer of my pains is no more! Woe, I was left alone, 
separated from him! My sunset occurred in mid-day. My 
rays of light, my splendor, my beautifier is gone! I enter 
my house and turn hither and thither, but I see not my 
man. I then cry aloud: How have you left me, an aban¬ 
doned and forsaken woman of low spirit ? My tears drop 
upon my cheeks, but there is none to console me. Where 
are you, light of my house? I looked for him, but did 
not find him. Out of my sorrow I cry out: O, behold the 
affliction of thy handmaid. See my low spirit and my 
troubles. Upon whom did you leave the little flock for 
care; even the sheep you left to themselves? You retired 
to rest; but us you left to sigh. Who will now teach wis¬ 
dom, who will teach tradition to the weaned from milk, 
to the weaned from the breasts? Who will teach them the 
paths of God ? Who will direct them to the straight path ? 



poSy n’3 by mSen 


90 


p? pi sb.p .pma jna np’ 'a .ppaabs 
nanr m nb mr ’o .ntfsa nanstf ns msata 

. . T . • ;- TTTV *• * TT 

sxfpp 'b pni psia in ■obi ’ninjs man ’a 
TWp 'nsa ni\n j,m pm; jSa nB'bip by ann 
p\?Bba a’arp tfpasi nm&$ ns nap by 
'a^ p^ap ns?,n tfppn naps by ns *Mb& 
by S3 i|a tp^ piatfg nnaps jjni amm; 
app .’’niafpicn wa niann spjjn , nsan Pa 
nan ns an: na bsn 'by ann 'aisaab na 
nan na nbnai yn Pa msaa sen /ab by 

• t • v in - "v r • : ~ t : 

agni nns 'a iapr sbtf 'ann mat arafri ns 
ns^a msm .nnn mptf? amp 'ma jya 
ana nan tthitf «b mstfni na bmp nais# 

*'• a T "5 a T ** S V ^ a* a 


.nari mpya niaaai nmna anaij? ana nai 
'pbn s.nn# pais abiyn ta naanp ntp saai 
aa mn 'a' ; ba 'p arnn im np tfrpan ay 
.ns atp n#s |py \br72 pa nnan n; atf 
:a'afa# iras p#np ba\p b$ na#b 





91 


PRAYERS ON THE CEMETERY 


In whose care have you entrusted your widow? Who 
will rebuild the structure of your house? Only in you 
have I found the one my soul loved. Who will nod to 
me, who will comfort me? Yea, my sighs are many, and 
my heart is sore. Your offspring by me are witji me. Have 
mercy upon the remanent sheep, the creatures of Thy 
hand. Behold, this day I came in sorrow. There, upon 
the grave of my husband, I will prostrate myself, and 
entreat for mercy from Thee, O Lord my God! Here 
upon this sacred ground I will pour out my words before 
Thee, O Father of orphans and Judge of widows. For¬ 
give, I pray Thee, all my sins. Be Thou the builder of 
my destroyed and desolate house. Apply a remedy to my 
aches. Have mercy upon me and upon my children. Con¬ 
sole me, and speak to my heart. Heal my ailments; all 
plagues and disease remove from me; put back the sharp 
sword so that my enemies take no vengenance of me; re¬ 
build the structure of my destroyed house in quietness 
and rest. Give me light in my darkness so that I be 
able to raise up my children so that Thou mayest leave me 
a root and a branch, children and grand-children who may 
occupy themselves with Torah and commandments, and 
live in wealth and honor. And, when my latter end will 
come to quit this world, I pray to Thee, let me derive a 
portion together with this holy one who was good to me 
all the days of his life. Even there, may his hand lead 
me among the brooks of Eden, where he desired to find 
repose, even to Thy Holy Temple, O our Father in heaven. 
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As long as I live I will give praise unto Thee, my King 
and my God. Behold, my lifetime is too short to express 
all of Thy praise. Thy Great, Mighty and Aweful Name 
is within me, and is lodged in my heart. All of my limbs 
exclaim: Who is like unto Thee, O Lord! But words fail 
me; every mouth is dumb. Who can express all of Thy 
mightiness? Before Thee, he whom Thou lovest, and 
Thou lovest all creatures, even before Thee, may his 
virtue be a shield unto me. Behold, he loved me of old, 
and even now my husband loves me. Here is the tomb¬ 
stone of his grave; his spirit ascended heaven; but his 
memory will never be effaced from my torn heart, torn 
because he is separated from me. I do long, and my soul 
craves, and my flesh desires to enter the King’s Temple. 
He was my comforter, who led me throughout his life; 
upon his bosom I poured out my sorrow and my joy; all of 
my troubles were his troubles; and he ever helped me as 
an angel of God. May his virtue even now be a shield 
for me before Thee, who art exalted and dwellest on 
High, so that Thou wilt provide a rescue for me against 
my sorrow. And his beloved soul, I pray to Thee, my 
God, remember to do good. May he rest in peace, and 
be resurrected when Messiah will come: Amen. 
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This Prayer is Delivered Upon a Wife's 
Graveside : 

A husband’s precious stone is hidden here; a jewel, a 
paragon of heroic women; even her very name, the 
memory of her, is a delight to my soul! Ift my spirit, 
this lady of ladies still lives. She still hovers over my 
tent. A pure soul elevated herself to higher regions! May 
her soul abide in happiness, and her seed shall inherit the 
land. Woe! my treasure was taken away 1 She performed 
her duty to her husband with pure and upright heart. The 
fittest among women, endowed with clean thoughts and 
pure actions 1 She rewarded me but good throughout her 
lifetime. She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth 
food to her household, and a portion to her maidens. 
When engaged in her work, her arms were reenforced 
with vigor, so that everything appeared cheerful and merry 
at the sight of her. Faithful shepherdess, she led her flock 
by the peaceful waters. She stretched out her hand to the 
poor; yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy. 
There she will be rewarded with the fruit of her labors, 
to be among the noble women in the beautiful Palace. The 
God, who is hallowed in righteousness will give her a 
share among them. And He will remember to be merci¬ 
ful to her, because she was ever watchful in observing the 
commandments of her God. Merciful angels will open 
the gates for her; there will her noble soul be in pleasure, 
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and behold the light which is concealed from the eye of 
all living. Now, if I have in aught sinned against her, by 
lessening her honor as the mistress of my household, I 
pray for her pardon and forgiveness, that she may not 
remember aught of my faults or deception against me, 
but rather exercise her mercy toward me, so that she 
may shield me before Him who decrees and fulfils. May 
He repair the broken parts and remove from us all evil 
decrees, and grant us long life, in wealth and in honor, so 
that I be able to maintain myself and my children, the 
flock she left, dependant upon me for their susten¬ 
ance ; and so that I live to see them grow up in the ser¬ 
vice of the Name, even as I have it in my heart to do. 
May all of my household live in peace and brotherly- 
love; that there be not found a spot of wrong on my 
children; may their light break as clear as the morning 
star, and their cure shall speedily flourish; may they be 
congregated beneath the wings of God, and beneath my 
wings all the days of my life, so that they be not in need 
of help from any man, and not hope for the table of 
others. May they be endowed with Torah and good deeds. 
May there never be among them any hatred or strife, for 
her sake, and for the sake of all righteous men and right¬ 
eous women. May her repose be in peace; may she rest 
and rise up for her lot at the time the Messiah will come: 
Amen. 
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This Prayer is Delivered on the Cemetery During 'the 
Days Immediately Preceding Rash-ha-SJia-nah 
and Yom Kip pur 

Ye righteous, who were the foundation of thi9 world, may 
it be the will of God that your repose be glorified! May the 
virtue of your having studied the Torah and the virtues of 
your good deeds be of aid to me, to my household, and to 
the whole house of Israel. May it be Thy will, O God of 
mercy and forgiveness, King of the whole earth to cause 
Thy great mercy and loving kindness to remember (Preced¬ 
ing Yom Kippur, say: to seal us) to inscribe us for forgiveness, 
pardon and atonement for all of our sins; transgressions and 
guilt, and for a wholesome, happy year; for peace, sustenance 
and maintenance; for plenty, for benediction, and for a year 
of our redemption and salvation, for a year of blessings and 
fortune in all of our undertakings; for a year of profit and 
escape, quietude and rest from every fear, panic and stumb¬ 
ling. May we be deserving of riches and honor. May the ten¬ 
dency of evil not be master over us. May we find grace and 
good uderstanding in Thy sight and in the sight of all who 
see us. O Thou, who art merciful and gracious and dost 
hearken to prayer, be inclined to grant us all this which we 
implore Thee for, because Thy mercy and loving kindness is 
great, and because of the virtue of all righteous and pious of 
this world, and do not turn me away empty from before 
Thee, O Thou who dost hearken to prayer! 

Lord of the universe, King who crowneth kings! forgive 
and pardon all my sins and transgressions, and wipe off all 
my guilt, and endow me with a good heart, and grant that 
my heart be filled with love and fear for Thee. Bend my in- 
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dination to be in Thy service, and save me from evil thoughts 
and from the creator of evil. Endow me with good tendencies; 
cause my heart to cleave to Thy commandments, and open my 
heart to cleave to Thy commandments, and open my heart for 
the wisdom of Thy Torah to occupy myself with it. May 
the day of my death as the day of my birth, so that there 
be not found in me any sin or transgression. Endow me with 
strength to observe Thy charges, and grant me the opportun¬ 
ity to see the arrival of Thy Messiah, speedily, in our days; 
and inscribe us on this Rosh-ha-Shauah (and seal us on this 
Yom-ha-Kippurira) for good life, and give us a happy new 
year, and send blessing and success in all the works of my 
hand, and mete out my support and sustenance in full measure 
that it be in Thy hand and not in the hands of man of blood 
and flesh, and exalt our horn high, and elevate my fortune. 
Grant that I find grace and loving kindness in Thy sight and 
in the sight of all who see me, for the sake of those righteous 
and saintly ones who repose here; and may their good deeds 
shield us and plead for me. And mayest Thou fulfil my re¬ 
quest for my good, and not turn me away empty-handed from 
before Thee: Amen, 

May it be Thy will, O Lord my God and the God of my 
ancestors to look with favor upon me and receive me in full 
repentace in Thy presence, and give ear to my supplication, 
and grant that my virtues shall overbalance my faults. Grant 
that my heart be filled with love and fear for Thee, and de¬ 
cree for me, and for the children of my household, and for 
the whole house of Israel, a happy and prosperous year, a 
year of salvation and consolation; a year of maintenance and 
sustenance; a year of redemption and delivery; a year of 
riches and honor; a year of life and peace; a year of finding 
grace and loving kindness in Thy sight and in the sight of 
all who see us. Forgive and pardon all of our iniquities; let 
us live to witness the redemption speedily, in our days, and 
save us from evil decrees, from poverty and want, and from 
all kinds of punishments, and from the judgment of Ghenna, 
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and from the harshness of the grave; from a bad neighbor, a 
bad mishap, arrogance, inferiority, shame and disgrace. Grant 
that there be neither in us nor in our children any kind of 
unfitness, unchastity or baseness; save us from pestilence, from 
the sword, plague, famine, captivity and destroyer, and from all 
affliction, sorrow and sadness. Endow our hearts with strength 
to repent fully before Thee, so that it be fit and acceptable 
to approach Thy Throne of Glory; grant that we have the 
virtue to witness the days of the Messiah, and to the life in 
the World-to-Come. Fulfil all that which our hearts petition 
Thee for, because of the virtue of these righteous and saintly 
men whose bodies repose here. Accept in mercy and good¬ 
will our prayer. Let the words of my mouth and the medi¬ 
tation of my heart be acceptable before Thee, O Lord, my 
Rock and my Redeemer. 
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tinue to strengthen our courage just because 
we hope for the realization of the hopes ex¬ 
pressed in these creeds, and live to see the day 
when all mankind will find a like hope, so that 
all differences between man and his brother be 
effaced forever from off the face of the earth. 
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eternal silence—an end superior to neither the 
tree of the forest nor the beast of the held! How 
happy is the smile of the believer; he goes to 
meet his Father, he journeys to a world of an¬ 
gels and saints, he goes to be born in a happier,- 
brighter, and holier World! How uncertain is 
the path of the infidel! He starts out to meet 
an everlasting silence, an endless void, and, lo! 
he finds a terrible re-awakening, a realization 
of which he never dreamt, a certainty which he 
ever doubted, a punishment he never expected. 
This forms the groundwork upon which the 
construction of the belief in the immortality 
of the soul rests. As to the belief in the cor¬ 
poreal resurrection of the dead, there are many 
of the highest Jewish authorities, among whom 
is also Maimonides, who make it positive that 
it is but one and the same creed with the one 
just described, for God, when He shall will it 
so, will resurrect the dead. 

Upon these three pillars rest our hopes, our 
longing, our sacrifices, our entire career as a 
people. We observe all the commandments, we 
continue to adhere to all the laws, and we con- 
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der the Wings of Almighty, if not a peaceful 
abode under the Shield of Him who is the 
Father of Eternity? Of such is our belief in a 
Messianic Era, and such an Era, of peace and 
brotherhood, of eternity and harmony, will our 
Messiah inaugurate. 

(3) Te-Chiyath ha-Methim: The goal of all 
mankind is Eternity. Life does not end when 
its breath departs from the body, which is 
but clay and dust. The soul of man is hewn 
from beneath the Stool of Glory—is a part of 
the Eternity of its Maker—a part of God. The 
soul, when man dies, merely returns to her 
Father in Heaven. What comfort, what sooth¬ 
ing tonic this belief in the immortality of the 
soul is, to the human being ere he departs from 
earth, to those who mourn his death! To deny 
this belief, to think that man has no other goal 
but the silent grave, but a return to clay, how 
dreadful life appears! Equal only to the life 
of the most miserable creature, made more mis¬ 
erable by the fact that the human mind can 
bewail its own fate! How happy is the smile 
of the believer! How terrible is the agony the 
infidel suffers when he faces everlasting death, 
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ing Jehovan. The elements, the enemies, the 
projectiles—all, all have become to naught; 
time, punishment, and rust have played havoc 
upon them; but Israel still lives to tell the won¬ 
ders of his God! We are more than a wonderful 
people. We are a miraculous people. Our ap¬ 
pearance in history overshadowed his majesty, 
King Sol, by the glorious light of miracles. Our 
very food, as a free nation, shamed. Dame Na¬ 
ture; it was not her’s; it was the gift of her 
Creator! Our God of War, is the God of Peace. 
Our land, is the Promised Land. Our Book, is 
the Book of mankind. Our ideal of Liberty, is 
the hope of the Free. Our kind of Love, is the 
prayer of the Brave. Our God, is the Father 
of the Universe. Are we not, then, a people of 
Miracles? If so, will the God of Wonders and 
Miracles leave us dispersed, unclaimed, de¬ 
spised, downtrodden, persecuted, degraded, 
aimless, nameless, struggling, and not take us 
back? We are eternal since we have proven our 
indestructibility against all the fierce elements, 
against all the fierce animals, against all the 
fierce instruments, against all the fierce nations; 
what, then, will our goal be, if not a return un- 
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a few months, has neither enjoyed life on earth 
nor is there anything besides punishment ready 
for him in the Great Hereafter. 

(2) Beath ha-Moshiach: The Messianic Era 
will come to pass. Israel wil be redeemed. God 
chose Israel from among the nations to carry 
the Standard of His Truth and Wisdom to all 
the inhabitants of the globe, and the labors of 
Israel will be rewarded. We might tarry ever 
so long, but Messiah will come. This belief in 
Israel is a very ancient one. Many cunning in¬ 
dividuals in the history of the Jews have ap¬ 
peared as Messiahs. PheUdo-Messianism, at 
times, threatened the weal of the whole people 
of Israel. The very foundation of the Chirst- 
ian religion rests upon the belief that Mes¬ 
siah already did come, which also served as a 
foundation for the common belief in the divin¬ 
ity of their Messiah. But we believe, and our be¬ 
lief is pure, free from every sort of chimera, 
that Messiah will come. We are a people liv¬ 
ing on wonders from the very beginning of our 
history. From the days of Exodus till the pres¬ 
ent day we trace back of ourselves a path of a 
wonder-working God, and we see ahead of Us 
the beckoning Hand of the same wonder-work- 
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righteousness, which secure happiness on earth 
and reward in Heaven. Man is human. He nev¬ 
er was intended to be angelic. The good and 
the evil he must be able to utilize for the pur¬ 
poses which are pleasing in the sight of his 
Maker. He can accomplish it. This world is but 
a vestibule to the great palace in the World to 
come. Nevertheless, man must not mistake 
this world as having only one mission—to pre¬ 
pare the human being for his career in Heaven. 
Not so, forsooth. This world was given to man 
to learn how to live in it right, not to learn in 
it how not to die wrong. Judaism is a positive 
and not a negative religion. Judaism is alto¬ 
gether optimistic when it teaches man how to 
live. Man can partake of every pleasure of life 
and still be as upright as God intended him to 
be. Moses, after all, was but a human being, 
blood and flesh, subject to the same desires and 
wants all men are, and yet, how great a man 
was he! The patriarches, all, were human in 
every detail, yet, what great men were they! 
And, even for man who lives as right, as just, as 
good as the patriarches, Heaven was provided. 
The wicked fellow who tries to live a whole life¬ 
time in but a few years, and, sometimes, in but 
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The Creeds Which, Though Not Enumerated in 
The Commandments of the Bible, Are, 
Nevertheless, Binding. 

(1) Sechar ve-Onesh: Reward or Punish¬ 
ment will meet the human being after he passes 
into eternity, according to his worth, according 
to his deeds upon earth. Man can make of his 
career on earth what he wills. The choice was 
left to himself. God wanted man to discover 
the path of truth himself, unaided, so that his 
reward might be great. If man would know, 
would see with his own eyes, all that is in store 
for him, he would not at all be entitled to re¬ 
ward. Besides, life would, then, be but a great 
void of no interest whatever. Pursuit, strife, 
ambition, effort, hard work, restraint, proper 
conduct, benevolence, love for the fellow be¬ 
ings, uncertainty in the outstart, contentment, 
humbleness, piety, courage, morality, wisdom, 
are but few of the essentials which make life 
worthy of the living, which make life interest¬ 
ing, which keep mankind alive, which invigor¬ 
ate the human race, which, lead to the path of 
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Genealogy of the d 

Father of the deceased person.... 

Mother ___ 

Grandfather_ 

Grandmother__ 

Husband (Wife)... 

Children ... 

Grandchildren_ 
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We must be prepared in a manner to honor our 
dead. 

Our organization did all that was possible in 
order to secure this ground. And that is not an 
easy undertaking. A limited membership had to 
tax itself to its capacity in order to bring it about. 

But we can not bury the dead in an open field. 
We must make the place presentable, in order to 
maintain our own self-respect. 

Thus it was that the committee and the officers 
worked ceaselessly, until we are now about to de¬ 
dicate the Gate, and consecrate the ground in ac¬ 
cordance with the traditions of our living religion. 

There are a number of honors to be disposed 
off by auction to the highest bidder. You know 
well that the proceeds thereof will go into the fund 
and ease the burden of the officers to meet all obli¬ 
gations. I am expecting a liberal response when 
the ceremonies will commence. 

May this ground be forever a consecrated field 
without graves. Amen. 
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Subject : 

DEDICATION OF A CEMETERY GATE 
Friends: 

We are assembled here to perform a most sol¬ 
emn duty. We are about to consecrate the ground 
as a House for the Living—Beth ha-Hayim, or an 
eternal abode —Beth Olam . 

We have no such terminology as a place or 
house for the dead —Beth ha-Movet . 

Our dead are living; in death they find life. 

We therefore must provide for them a fit place 
for their repose—not forever, but until it will 
please our Living God in heaven to quicken them, 
and have their souls rejoin them to a better life. 

This problem of inhumation of the Jewish dead 
was ever a serious one for our people. Beginning 
with Abraham, and ending with our own organiz¬ 
ation, we know that this problem must be solved 
before we have the tragedy of death in our midst. 
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whom she loved most, dedicated to her undying 
devotion, by the undying faith of her children. 

May Almighty grant you all long life and hap¬ 
piness to the extent that your saintly mother herself 
would grant you, by praying to God for you, and 
may the dead be quickened, speedily, and tears 
be wiped off from the face of the living, forever, 
Amen. 
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they are of God’s own wonder-working forge and 
anvil. No earthly painter or sculptor could draw 
or hew on canvas or in bronz the like of this. 

And, who is the poet to imagine and write lines 
of verses in a living tongue to give one a real idea 
or conception of such phenomenon as we see here 
so prosaically? 

We have within our souls much more than we 
can give expression to, or comprehend with our 
gross senses. 

That alone is the secret of our being. We dread 
and love the unknown simultaneously; it fascinates 
us. 

And, for this very reason you unveil a tomb¬ 
stone; you express your feelings in something con¬ 
crete; you would not be pleased to stand far off 
and call upon your mother. Here is her grave, 
and at its head this tombstone. That gives you a 
physical touch to the spiritual panorama. 

And, because it was ordained by Almighty that 
it be so, I, as a Rabbi in Israel, now, by virtue of 
this authority vested in me, declare this ground 
sacred to the memory of (name the woman and 
her father) and this tombstone, erected by those 
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sacred memory. Many will be the times that this 
dear stone—dear because it tells you that your 
mother’s earthly remains lie beneath it,—Will be 
washed by your tears. In joy and in sorrow you 
will come hither to pour out your hearts. Not that 
your mother’s memory will replace the belief in 
God. No; but you will come here to pray to God, 
so that your mother’s soul may make a visitation 
here and listen to your prayers. 

Belief and faith bring on comfort even amidst 
distressed conditions. It was said by the sages of 
yore, that the soul knoweth all, and understandeth 
all. Imagine for a moment: Your mother’s soul is 
here; she sees you all; beholds your tears for her 
sake; noting your devotion to her memory! What 
bliss she finds in such knowledge! What blessing 
she bestoweth upon you! 

This monument will forever testify to your de¬ 
votion. Posterity will chronicle all such and 
similar deeds in golden letters. 

This tombstone will mark more than a grave; 
it will designate a source of hope, a fountain of 
life, a well of soul-inspiring thought. Here she 
was a child; then a bride; then a mother; now a 
living soul in heaven! In this way the chain of 
the generations is forged; the links are precious; 
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Subject: UNVEILING OF TOMBSTONE 
(For a Woman) 


You have assembled here to perform the last 
rites of honoring the memory of your mother. 

If your mother no\y was able to speak, she 
would say but one word of greeting: “Children!” 

If you could but listen, not with mortal ears; 
if you could but find the voice on the air waves; 
if you could but understand the language of the 
soul, that word would convey to you an entirely 
new meaning. 

You, too, would say but one word: “Mother!” 

But God formed everything in this world wise¬ 
ly. It is for our own good, and for the good of 
the departed that we can not hear them, and that 
we remain separated from them, in God’s own way 
of shaping our lives, and in limiting our faculties. 

But you are at the grave of your mother! You 
are about to unveil this granite monument to her 
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May his soul be shielded beneath the wings of 
God’s Shekhinah. 

And, now, by authority vested in me as a Rabbi 
in Israel, I declare this ground forever sacred to' 
the memory of (name the deceased and his father), 
and this tombstone unveiled, so that its legend may 
for all times tell all who may desire to know that 
his faith was inherited by his posterity, and that 
part of his soul is within the souls of his children, 
sacred to them as it was to him. 

May Almighty grant that the day of the quick¬ 
ening of the dead be speedily brought about, so 
that the immortal souls rejoin the mortal remains, 
even as we believe in perfect faith, Amen. 
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a preparatory school for death; but a vestibule to 
a great palace of a better life. 

We need not look upon life with the eyes of 
pessimists. 

What we are permitted to learn during our 
alloted span of life is but infinitesmal alongside the 
rest of knowledge which remains hidden between 
heaven and earth. 

We only can analyze the conclusion of the 
whole matter. It is: “Fear God, and observe his 
commandments.” 

This, the deceased accomplished during his 
lifetime. His present state is a sealed book to all 
of us; we can not even comprehend a part thereof. 
No eye ever beheld it, save God alone. 

In carrying out this last rite toward the mem¬ 
ory of your father, you are honoring his in death, 
which is the most ardent wish of every father in 
Israel. 

A tombstone is designated in Hebrew as “A 
token For a Living Soul.” Your father was a liv¬ 
ing soul upon earth; his soul is living now, there 
where all mysteries are open books, where all that 
is between life and death lies revealed. 
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Subject : UNVEILING OF TOMBSTONE 
(For a Man) 

Beneath this sod lie the remains of one near 
and dear to all of you. In token of remembrance 
this stone was set up. During the ages this granite 
will testify to the faithfulness of the surviving 
members of this family in Israel. 

This stone is a witness that beneath it lie what¬ 
ever mortal parts there were during the life time 
of a good and upright man among the members 
of the house of Israel. 

But the greatest monument the deceased him¬ 
self left behind him. He lived by his good name, 
and died in his good name. 

In this city of dead, behold all around you, 
countless graves, all marked with stones, telling 
the names of so many who lived and are now dead. 

Judaism disowns the idea that we must con¬ 
tinue to die during our whole lifetime. Life is not 
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children. That love is everlasting, immortal, inde¬ 
structible. 

A mother’s teaching creates character; such 
teaching never dies, it is immortal, indestructible. 

A mother’s tears bring hope; such tears are 
never forgotten, they are ever pleading, forever 
praying. 

Will all a mother’s efforts remain forever 
sealed to doom by the hand of death? 

No! 

All the efforts of a mother are preserved. A 
good and virtuous mother can never be spoken of 
as dead. Her love for her children is undying; 
her care for them is perpetual; her teaching, 
everlasting, and her tears a continuous fountain 
of life-giving prayers. 

And, because a mother is ever happy with her 
children, her happiness follows her soul to the 
heavenly spheres. • 

From there she will look down in a new light 
upon her children; from there her love will shine 
with a new lustre; from there her teaching will re¬ 
ceive a new meaning; from there, along with the 
weeping angels, she will pour out prayers for her 
children. May her soul rest in peace, Amen. 
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Subject: EULOGY—FOR A WOMAN. 

A mother in Israel is here casting her last rays 
upon this sinful planet. 

All that was mortal in this good and virtuous 
mother now lies motionless. 

The arms which embraced so tenderly her 
children lie in deathly stillness—immovable; her 
beaming countenance, which cast such life-impart¬ 
ing smiles upon her loved ones is now a mask of 
death. 

Alas, that a mother ever comes to such pass! 

In all human speech no one can find a sweeter 
word than that of mother. It is sweet, indeed, when 
you say: Mother! and there is a loving response; 
but how bitter is the taste to the son and the daugh¬ 
ter when he or she calls, Mother! and only a death¬ 
ly silence ensues after the echo of that longing call 
dies away! 

A mother’s love shapes the character of her 
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it ascends heaven in its original state; the good 
deeds accomplished here follow it up to its heaven¬ 
ly abode. The good deeds of a righteous person 
are the real friends of his who follow his hearse, 
stand around his bier as a guard of honor, and 
give him consciousness in heaven to rejoice there 
beneath the wings of God’s Shekinah. 

He did during his lifetime that which will 
make his posterity here upon earth secure; and 
establish his soul among the saintly beings in 
heaven. May Almighty’s will be, to grace his soul, 
and that it be so, Amen. 
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and educate his children in a way to make his life’s 
work immortal; they will carry down to posterity 
that which was dear and near to his soul. 

That which you now see, the remains, will 
terminate in dissolution; dust to dust, earth to 
earth. His hand will never again be extended in 
friendship; his lips will never again utter words 
of comfort to the needy; his eyes will never again 
look with that kindly gaze which gave self-expres¬ 
sion to his dear soul within him; he will no longer 
speed along on his feet to carry a message of cheer, 
there where it was mostly needed. 

All this is true; and, yet, no man like him ever 
died, in the sense that our composite being com¬ 
prehends what the term death means. “The right¬ 
eous are living even in death.” 

The soul of man is indestructible. It is not of 
the earthly elements, and, therefore, can not suffer 
death in the form of death we behold the earthly 
remains of this righteous man. The life of the 
soul does not originate here, on this planet, and no 
force thereof can do away with it. The soul is a 
heavenly being; there it originated, and, if it re¬ 
mains pure during its earthly sojourn, its life re¬ 
mains immortal. 

This fallen father in Israel kept his soul pure; 
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EULOGY—FOR A MAN 

Life is but a passing shadow—the shadow of a 
bird in his flight—away flies the bird, and there re¬ 
mains neither bird nor shadow. Yet, what great 
achievement might be accomplished in a lifetime 1 

The span of life, at its termination, appears to 
have been but a shadow, a dream; yet, while it did 
last, lo, how purposeful the shadow, how real the 
dream can be made to be I 

Life’s journey might terminate any time: “the 
soul,” as the great sage Hillel said, “is but a guest 
within the human body.” 

Shall our endeavors be heavenward, or, shall 
we quicken our pace upon earth nearer to the 
grave, to silence, to chaos? 

Here lie the remains of a true follower of Ju¬ 
daism, a faithful man who, despite of all struggles, 
managed to direct his steps heavenward. 

As a father he directed all of his efforts to rear 
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REPENTANCE. 

“Return, O Israel, unto the Lord thy God; 

For thou hast stumbled in thine iniquity... 

I will be as the dew unto Israel; 

He shall blossom as the lily, 

And cast forth his roots as Lebanon.” 

(Hosea, 14.2—6) 




